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ABSTRACT ^ 

Designed for 7th^ and Bth^grade students^ this 
teaching unit focusas on the role that Arlington Kousa"-**Custis^Lee 
Mansion — ^(<^mad by the Washington and Laa families) playad both in 
architectural importanca and in histoiry^ The unit sarves as a vahicla 
for studying the various rolas and cultural distinctions presant in 
anteballum southern society and illustratas tha lifastylas of 
southarn laadars p , While the unit usas Arlington Hou^a, a similar . 
stud^ could ba mada of other historic houses. Four lassona halp 
studants: (1) racogni^a and idantify an anteballura southern 
plantation house, (2) datermine the functions parformad on a southarn 
plantation through analysis of tha form of the buildings and the 
estata plan, (3) understand what slavery was lika and how widespread 
it was in tha south, (4) understand the importanca of tha plantation 
houses to the south prior to tha Civil. War, and (5) identify soma of 
the roles which made up the plantation housaholdt In addition, tha 
unit includas a mystary housa description, a lith cantury lettar, 
worksheetSr floor plans, maps, teachar information, instructions for 
marbali^ing, and a 7-item bibliography. (LH) 
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Proiect Descrtltlpn %^ 



HISTOSY aV THE 3X4*^K Is an educational^ design seeking to etrengthan the 
teaching of history in ^he Arlington Public Schools by foduaing afttantlon on 
the role of araliiteQCur--e, and the design process in Amerr'.can social history. 
The program will also £*^^c:iii nttention on the radevelopmfent that Is taking 
place In Arlington at t^^^ present times and will help students understand 
that what is b^ing bull x 4nilrlington at the present time will be left to 
future generations as a record of our soclaEy. In looking at the past In our 
country, students will able to discover that buildings are as much a record 

of the past as any othe y historical evidence and raveal the tastes And valuer 
of a particular time* > 



Plan of Action 



Teacher wbrk^hops held d.uring the suimper of 1982 and 1983 to 

familiaTlEe teachers wi .. architectural concepts and the design process as ic 
fitted into social hist or^f, The^ workshops were followed t^y writing sessions 
which translated concep - ts iaarned into units of study at several elementary . 
and secondary levels lri_ history and social studies coursas. Tha units written 
during the iummar of l9 S2 wore pllotad by several teachers during the 1982-83 
school year. They were - then avaluated and revised during the suimner of 1983* 
During the sania, time pe - iriedj experiences in architecture and social history 
were provld**d as an ins ^irvice program for a much wider group of teachers The 
units will Ds published and distributed widely during the fall of 1983 to all 
interested teachers. 



Curriculum Units 



The following unit s vm produced by the project I 

. litle * 



lUiat Did It Look Like Then ? 

llghteenth Century Architectural Elements 




7-^8 



rroedman's Villager Arlington, Virginia 
1863-1900 



7-8 
7^8 
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Each unit Includos lesson descriptions and taacher and student macerlals 
naeded ^or teaching/learning. In addition, all the visuals and sources are ■ 
Included, While the units use local Arlington sites and may be construed as 
local history, the concepts of the units may be adapted to. any location. In* 
addition, the units on Arlington House (Custls-Lea Mansion In Arlington ^ 
National nMetery) and treedman^e VillaEe in the same location* and on the 
U.S, Capitol have national signif Icanee, The two units on Arlington House and 
Freedman s Village together provide a unique way to look at the Civil War 
period. The Freedman 's V illage unit opens up a long nagleeted aspect of local 
and national Black history* 

Skills To Be Learned 

Students learning from these units can be expected to acquire the 
fDllowing skills I 

Be able to Identify the major architectural styles used in 
American towns and cities and und^stand the historical 
reasons for the popularity of these styles. 

Understfarid the interrelationship between architecture and 
design and the social history in the growth of ^erlcan 
communities. 

Be able to use the study of architecture as a tool to unlock 
historical info^atlon using visual literacy and critical 
thinking skills/* • ~ ' 

Uflde.rstand the ways in which the use of space effects the way 
people' live and work* 

Uridarstand the forces (political* social econonic) within m 
community which determine how space within that consaunity is 
usftd, and how historically, these forces have been influenced. 

The Results = 

This unil, If Thef^e Walls Could Tdlk J Is the story of Arlington House befon 
the Civil T4ar reveals life In a plantation house located across the Potomac Rlvei 
from the nation's capltol and owned by members of the, Wdshington and Lee famllfei 
This unit, written by Bonnie PfoutE, teacher of 7-8 grades at Swanson and H-B 
Woodlawii schools, tak^s a look at the role that the house played both in 
architectural imgotfiince and In history and should appeal to students at several 
levels in the schp^ls,. 



Martha iwaim. Projector Coordinator 
Seymour B, Stiss, Project Director 

September, 1983 
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tntroducA^ign 

i 

* *■ 

Tlilg unit was o^^3.ginally intended to be Che EirsC of two units which 
would use nrchltcctur^K to identify the many eultiiral And economic dif« 
foToncee between the t^orth and South prior to the Civil War, Although a 
similar unit is not'y^^c availablei to study a Northern towns this unit still 
providGS a vehicl<^ Iomt studying Southern sociecyi 

The "estate aurrau^nding Arlington House was not referred to as a plan-- 
tationi In spite of cshis, a study of the material available regarding 
Arlington House provlc^es significant insight into the various roles and 
cultural distinctions _ present in antebellum Southern society* As Wcrk^ 
sheet #j in Lesson IIBC indicates, the vast majority of the Southerners owned 
less than 10 slaves* Clearly, the majority of Southerners did iiot live on 
largo plantations* A study of those plantationa doas ^ however^ illustrate 
the llfest3^1es of the Southern leaders and al#o glvps a good idea of the 
social distinctions ptr^esent in that society* 

Arlington H^use i^^as originally chosen the focus for this^unit be^ 
cause of its easy acc^^ssibility. One pleasant aurprise was to discover how 
helpful the National ^^ark Service personnel were in locating any information 
available which relac^^d to this unit. A simi^lar study could be made of 
othar historic houses using whatever pictorial and/or written evidence is 
available* ^ 

Often local hiscoH^rical societies or local libraries can provide enough 
informafcion to create similar activities, ff ncthing is available locally^ 
the National Park Serv~ice at Arlington House may be able to supply brochures 
gnd pictures to fill L_n for some of the slides ^ eta, 
* ■ 

It cannot be too strongly stated that being able to visit the house 
aftarcfimpletingtha un^^it was a most satis£a*ctpty culminating activity. 
Students were very an3t.^ious to visit the houge tiiey had been studying. They, 
came with questions ab*-out the people they had studied and they wanted to 
see the physical avidex tice of the lifestyle they had hypothesised about, 
(Se€ Appendix #2). ^ * 

This unit was cre^^ated for use in the 7th grade American Studies curri^ 
culuni. It could be ad.^^^pted for use in othar gradeii The unit works very 
well in conjunction wi^ th the F reedman's Villagg unit also written under the 
HigTORY BY THE BLOCK g— irant. Both units deal with the same parcel of land 
ahowirtg its use bafore and after the Civil Wars 

About_Aflington Hous^ 

Arlington House w^ms built in the early 1800 *8 by George Washington 
Par^iCusfris, Mr, Cusfc*is was the grandson of Martha Washington, His father, 
John Parke Gustls, dieod when G.W.P. Gustis v^s not yet a year old. The 
Washin^tons raised G.W^^P, Custls and his older sieter at M^unt Vernon. It 
was John Custis who puiDrchased the land which later became the Arlington 
Estate, After Hrj. Wa^^hington' s death, G.W^P* Cuatis decided to build a home 
on the'high land on th^« Arlington Estate* ^He wanted a , suitable liome for his 



brlde-to-'be. Xn 1831* G,W*P^. Custla' daughter , Mary Anna Randolph' Custis, 
married Robert E, Lee, Ihe Lees made Arlington House their home until 

1861, ' ' ; V 

The house itself was started in 1802, By 1804, both the North and 
South wings of the house were habitable. They were not- conneetedj however , 
until the eenter sectlnn of the house was aompleted in 1817, 

The style of the house is Greek Revival as evidenced by the massive 
columns and pediment of the front poroh. There are many unanswered questions 
about the aecual plans for the house* Evidence revealed during recent re- 
pairs indicates that the North wing of the house Was completely redone soon 
after its original eonstructionv _The fl-oor levels were changed in order ^ to 
allow the two wings to be joined by fhe- center sectibn. 

As the slides show in details there are numerous architectural details 
characteristic of the Greek and ftoman Revival styles *"^^^The syiranetry of the 
house, as well as its front view^ are examples. Other details from the in- 
terior of the house show the craftsmanship and care taken in the building of 
the house* , The'plans for the slave quarters behind ,the house itself are an 
Indication of yie type of details that ttt^, Custis felt were Important. 
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If Thesa Walls Could Talk 



lt§on 



To hava students recQgnl^a and Identify an antebellum Southern 
Plantation Hduse 



Itjetivi 



It. Students will be able to draw/sketch a plantation house 
from a prtoary source description^ > - 

2, Students will make several general^fttlons about 

. plantations based on pr^ary source d es q rip t ions and 
class disoussion, m 



1. Description of "mystery" house 

2, Plain paper 

3* Crayons, markers, efc« ' ' 

4* Tape ^ , ^ ^ . ' ^ 

5, Blackboard and chalk or overhead projectorp** blank 

^ transparencies and marker 



-her 



jlHi d%s^sription of ^'mystery" house* 

MsCud^Bnts to draw picture of the 
|](ose In the verbal description. 

MsEud^^nts to share drawings* Put 

ti^^res on the board. Encourage 
tlii EO ^^ftdent if y similarities in their 
()te%a^— - List similarities on .the 
lo^rd 4n^S on a transparency. . (Probable 
liniiati^^ies should include) i 

Coliaf^^s^nd pedlsents 
Efiftk/^ stone construction 
Large s^ometrical building 

JibEud^snts - "Where is this house?" 

%t cat^3" you tell about the people -in 
{lis hou^^e? 



^ and roles • ■ 

ehitae^t eristics 

j,lst respoonses on board or on a trans-- 
fimym (Have a copy made to keep for 
jutors r^s£erence)\ 



Student" 
Listens* 
Students draw* 



Students put pictwes on 
board* Point out 
"similarities for teacher 
€0 list on board. * 



Respond to questions* 



Conclude Itsson by telling students that 
tomortfow they will investlgata to see if 
their predictions are correct* 

Sav% pictures^ the list df sirallaritles , 
and save a copy of the students' 
predictions* . ^ 



\ Mystery House Description ■ . 

To the Taaehari ' 

This description is an abridgroant, 2ttd edited version^ of a letter 
printed £h The Virginia Hagagjnd of History and Biography ^ April, 1949, 
pp. 140^175, published by the Virginia Hlatorieal Society^ Riehniond* 

The letter was writtw by Blanehe' Berard in 1856 after she visited 
Martha Custis Willians at Arlington House. Martha Custis Willi^ims was 
the grand— ne^ice of George Washington Parke Custis » At the tuna of her 
visit, Mr. Custis, Martha Williams, and Mrs, Robert 1. Les were the only 
family members at the ho^use. The aomplete latter also describes the 
Capitol, White House, and Mt.^ern^n at that timf« 

» . ' ' ^ ^ ^* 



THE I-ETTER 



For my doar Motlitr and SlHturH and for Mrs. Vaughan* 

Paihnm Priory April 18, 1S56 

My dearest MQther, 

More than a fortnight ago I received a letter from torkle inviting me 
most kindly and temptingly to visit. 1 replied that my present engagements 
would prevent my leaving the ^Priory befort^ 1st July and then it would be 
too warm for a visit to Virginia. I added that we should have a week's 
vacation beginning on the ensuing Wednesday^ but as it was only a week it 
would be of no avail for a visit at such a distance. The following Monday I 
received another letter from T-larkie begging me so urgently to come now, and 
giving so many good reasons for it that t really could not help taking the 
mattur into consideration. The question whether it were worth while to go 
onlv for one brief week did occupy my mind for ^the reniainder of the morning. 
Aboljc two o'clock I decided in the affirmative, and after dismissing my 
afti^rnoon clasj^. 1 went Co my room, packed my trunk^ and decided to begin my 
journey that very evening. rhe plan was to spend the night in Brooklyn and 
start early Tuesday morning for Washington. I left the Priory about six 
oU^iock. and after waiting at the Depot, took the ears at New Rochelle at 
7 'clock- When the baggage Express man came round I asked if he would have 
^mv trunk st the N.J.R.R. the next morning by" the 8 o'clock train, tie promised 
but demanded pa>TnenL beforehand. T demurred, preferring to pay on delivery 
of baggage. He insisted however and I g&ve him the quarter. When he left, 
mv lady-neighbour remarked that the Express agents were very trustworthy. 
This opened" a conversation in which 1 discovered that she too was going to 
Brooklyn.^. In a few minutes the genlSleman before us left his seat and then 
thu lady &ld me Ghat he too was a BrooUlynite but she 'could not recall his 
name. Boon he returned to his seat. Later the gentleman was dlsrovered to be 
a Mr. Corning of Brooklyn, and th^ lady the widow of Capt. Thos. Britten* We 
liad a very pleasant conver^a tion, and finally Mr. Corning took me under his, w 
w^'ng, and landed me safely at Uncle Robert's door. The nem morning by a few 
minuces after 7 o'clock Mesier and I started for the 3 o'clock N,J.H.R. train; 
Reaching Fulton Ferry we found a large vessel directly across the slip on the 
N.V. side, and as there was a prospect of waiting a half hour before crossing, 
Mesier proposed our trying the Wall St. Perry. We walked chither very rapidly, 
and reached It just In timo'^ to see the boat push off. Took the next boat, 
then a Wall St. omnibu.^ on the N.Y. side, and reached the Jersey City Ferry 
within a very few minutes of the boat's leaving. Mesier went to look up my 
baggage, and J applied fur a ticket. Told that was not he r»tfice for through 
tickets to Washington, r must go to another place, or 1 could get it on the 
boat. Forgettln'g entirely in my confusion that they would not check my baggage 
until J showed the ticket: and that Mesier could do nothing without it, 1 
marched on board the boat and took a trip to Jersoy City leaving Mesier sfearchin 
for me. Finding my baggage was not on the boat, 1 re^crossed^ i N.Y . 1 found 
Mfcssier had deposited my trunk in the Express office, with orders that it should 
be sent on in the 6 o'clock evening train, l' felt a little disappointed, but 

""Pelham Priory,** Westchester County, New York, a noced school which was 
"especially regarded with favor by young ladies of the Southern United 
States*" » 



'^re another day had passed , I realized all the kindness of the Providence 
which detained rae. Had I gone in that train, I should have reached Washington 
in the evening which would have increase^, ten-fold my trouble in getting to 
the house* After seeing to my baggage , I walked to Harry* a StorCp and sent 
for Mesler^ He wasi greatly relieved , and it was decided that I should go on 
to Philadelphia in the 11 o'clock train AM and spend the evening at Dr, Vaughan's 
until 11 at night when I should take the cars for Washington , and arrive there 
at 6 o'clock on Wednesday morning. Harry went with me to the cars and I pur- 
chased a through ticket for $7*50* Reaching Philadelphia I took an omnibus to 
Mr, Williams in Vine St* They treated me very kindly and cordially , and after 
staying an hour or so, I walked to Dr* Vaughan's, About 1/2 past 10 o'clock 
we got into a carriage and drove to the cars* Being arranged for night traveling 
they are luxurious affairs, t^hen my friendc had gone^ I prepared to Mke myself 
comfortable* First however, I had an interview with the conductor* I told him 
I was alone and asked him to look after me* To which he replied ^ "With the 
greatest pleasure*" He then introduced me to a man, whom he called "Mark" who 
was the Conductor all the way through to Washington, tork took the very best 
care of me at'Harve de Grace ^ where we crossed the Susquehannah in a bbatj and 
took another set of cars ^ and also at Baltimore^ where we changed again. Just' 
after leaving Baltimore, I wrote a pencilled hurried note to Markie, telling 
her that I was on my way to Washington ^ where I eKpected to arrive about day- 
light ^ and should wait in the ladies' room at the Depot, imtil the carriage 
was sent in for me. By this time a new conductor-friend had taken me in charge^ 
and offered to forward my note* A blissful dream of ignorance from which I 
was doomed to be somewhat rudely but most effectually awakened. After reaching 
the Depot, my Conductor came to me and said "You will have to wait here some 
time, and X too remain several hours in Washington ^ the Capitol is but a few 
steps off s as you are a stranger would you not like to walk up and see it," 
It was a beautiful mbrning, the Sun gradually dispersing the mist* The Capitol 
looked magnificently s even in its present unfinished state. The architecture 
is imposing and the marble beautiful. They are building two innnense additions 
one on either side and enlarging the dome. Standing on the steps of the 
building we looked down upon the spacious groimdSs ornamented with Greenhough's 
fine statue of Washington. -Beyond them stretched Pennsylvania Avenue with its 
magnificent length and bredth^ the White House looming up at the distance of 
nearly two miles. I returned the Depot. Whole hours passed, and still no 
carriage* I began to make inquiries* A geAtlemn advised me to take an omnibus, 
get put at a certain druggist's, who knowing my host would be at some pains to 
send a message for me* I took the advice. It was a lovely day and despite 
perplexities I could not help enjoying 'my drive along Penn Avenuej and the view 
of the Presidential Mansion^ the Treasury and War and Navy Departments. 
Reached the druggist - the store closed - the owner having recently die^- I 
was now no better off than before* Having still a miserly regard for my purse 
I asked a young man whether I could j^ot leave my baggage at a tavern hard by, 
to be sent for^ and walk. He replied "Yes - it was a smart walk but he. would 
go with me to show ia the way." ^ I rather demurred and proposed his getting a 

carriage* He could only procure a light carry-all and negro-boy for $2. I 

asked if the lad was a trusty-driver = to which he responded '^1 don't know - I 
reckon I'll drive you myself." We crossed the river over a bridge nearly a 
mile in length and the opposite shore as well as the view up and do^ the river 
is lovely. The House which stands on very high groimd about a mile from the 
river, presents from every point of view a very attractive appearance. It is 
built after the model of a Grecian Temple, but an exceedingly chaste simple 
style of architecture. A dorlc Te^le I should judge. As ^ magnificent 
equipage drew up to the house, a little negro appeared to whom I annomiced it- 
self. In a moment Harkle rushed out, delighted, amazed, and amused. Found 



only Mrs. L. and her father wilih Markie at home. Tell Minnie I wish she 
could see the house and the housa-keeping* It is a scyie of which she has 
no conception, and I am sure would quite overwhelm her* First after crossing 
the Portico you enter a large Hall hung with pictures of great interest, 
Peale's Gen. and Mrs. VJashington, Gen, Parke, an ancestor of Mr* C's, painted 
by Sir Godfrey Kneller; nf course extremely interesting - around the general's 
neck hangs a miniature of Queen Anne^ presented to him by her Majesty, for 
bringing the first news of the battle of Blenheim, That picture alone Is 
worth a visit. On the right of the hall opens a room, which a sort of archway 
divides into two, a larger and smaller apartment* I said to Markie I like 
this room; it is not the least bit in order" - Mrs* Washington's tea-table is. 
in this room; also vases and other furniture from Mt, Vernon, The Washington 
silver too is in an antique side boards in the smaller division of the apart- 
ment which is used for a dining room* Think of pouring out my own. tea from 
the silver tea-pdt which the honored mistress of Mt, Vernon dally used? - 
Interesting pictures ^ LaFayette and Washington with miniatures -and portraits 
of the family hang in this room. Opposite on the left of the Hall is a 
beautiful and noble drawing room, very handsomely furnished and hung too with 
paintings* Col* L's portrait is there - also beautiful pictures of the chil- 
dren* On the mantel^plece stands china from Mt , Vernon, Around the rim runs 
a chain with the names of each state inserted in the links. At the end of 
the hall and on the left side of it, a stair-case leads you to the upper rooms • 
They are all large* but we should think them terribly unfurnished* Markie 's 
room commands a beautiful view of the river and of Washington, In it are two 
large double bedsteads* The picture of her Mpther - oh! so sweet , how I wish 
you could see it - hangs over the mantel piece* Jgpr father's portrait* cmken 
when he was in the Infantry hangs opposite* ^Two other portraits are in the 
room. In the apartment adjoining torkie's stands the bed on which Washington 
died* I lay down there for a couple of hours* I find that relating every ^ 
adventure will make my letter too long, therefore I will omit many which I can 
give you when we meat if spared Co do so* On Friday morning Markie started 
with me for Mt , Vernon, We took the boat; the banks of the river are very 
pleasant* The most beautiful object I saw was the House which shpws strikingly 
for miles* On Sunday in the afternoon we walked through the beautiful wdods 
with Mildred Leej to a little school house where there are services for the 
negroes* It was a charming day and we found the first spring wild-flowers - 
beautiful beds of trailing Arbutus, The services at this little station were 
very Interesting - servants of all ages and all so attentive* The "talk" on 
the character of Lot, by one of the young students from the Theo, Sem, (3 miles 
distant) was very interesting- On Monday evening I had a long talk with Ito . C. 
about Mt, Vernon* He told me of the daily routine of life there. You know 
he was the adopted son of Gen* Washington. He spoke of ^tes* X^ashlngton ' s 
admirable management of her servants and household , going through every de- 
partment before or inmediately after breakfast. From nine o'clock until 
10 o'clock every morning she retired to her own room for an hour of meditation 
reading and prayer and that hour no one was ever allowed to interfere with. 
Then her young female servants were gathered in her apartment to sew under her 
own- supervision and they-became- beautiful seamstresses, . _to* _C saidJ'bad bread, 
was a thing entirely unknown at Mt, Vernon"; that too was mixed every night 
under the eye of the mistress, Imediately after breakfast Mrs, Washington 
gave orders for dinner ^ appointing certain provisions, a pair of ducks, a goose 
or a turkey to be laid by, to be put down in case of the arriv ^ of company; a 
very necessary provision in the hospitable mansion, A ham wa ^-itoiled daily. 
The Gen, rose at 4 o'clock all the year round, donned dressing gown and slippers 
and going to his library lighted in his own fire and read or wrote until Just 
before breakfast, when he dressed and after that meal rode over the estate and 
engaged In out of doors* affairs until a half hour before dinner, which was at 



3 o'clock- An hour or two of the evening he spent with his family and re-- 
tired punctually at 9 o'clock, .1 asked Mr. C. how he and his sisters regarded 
him and whether children felt at horr.a with him. He replied that they stood in 
much awe of hiin^ although he was kind in his manner to them. They felt thay 
were in the presence of one^ who was not to be trifled with. 

On Tuesday morning at 7 o'clock I left to take the 1/2 past 3 o'clock 
train from Washington- On reaching the Long Bridge over the river found the 
draw out* to let vessels through which very leisurely were; gliding doivn the 
river. After a half hour's detention, we got over and then Mrs. L* bade 
Daniel drive to the cars. The order was given and obeyed in Southern fashion, 
consequently we reached the Depot but not the cars. They had left 3 minutes 
previous. I left Washington by aft. I crust I shall be ever thankful for 
this Journey and visit. It has been a delightful one* I would not care to live 
at the South, however. The responsibility and bother of those servants would be 
enough to deter one. Just fancy waiting tea (with company in the house from a 
long ride) until 8 o'clock because they couldn't find anything to milk the cow 
in. Mrs. L. was fairly provoked when they told her they had gone to the dairy- 
maid and to this, that and the other and couldn't get a panj and exclaimed 
"Why didn't you come to me the maid of all ." Such shif tlessness is incredible 
to Northern housekeepers. 

Lovingly and truly your child. 



Blanche Berard 
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Les son #2 • 

To have studants determine the functions performed on a Southern 
Plantation through analysis of the form of the buildings and the 
estate plan, 

1. Students will be able to identify certain architectural 
components of Arlington House* 

2. Students will be able to list and explain at least 5 
different roles and activities earried out at Arlington 
House in 1860* 

\ 

1. Slides of Arlington House (available with guide from 
Mr. Stiss)% (See attached Note #1), 

2. Copies of worksheet #1 - architectural characteristics. 

3. Copies of the floor plan of Arlington House for each 
student (or small group of students)* 

4. Copies of the Arlington Estate Plan for each student 
(or small group of students) * 

5. Copies of The Arlington Household 1857 sheet for each 
student (or small group of students). 

6. Chalk and blackboard or overhead projector and trans= 
parencies* ' ^ 

7 . Promise of America I StruRgling for th e Dream 
(Book. 2) by Dr. Cuban (See attached Note #2), 

,8, Transparencies /lists and pictures from yesterday's lesson. 



Ob1 ectives i 
'J 



I^terials : 
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Lfesson V/2 - Note #1 

The slide presentation on Arlington Uous a includes 27 slidas. Cost 
considerations prohibited duplicating these slides for dissmination with 
this unit. If a local house is to be used , a similar slide presentation 
could easily be prepared. Listed below is a briefs suroary of the slides 
included in the to'lington House presentation* 

Slices 1, 2, 3 ^ 1864 views of the house ^ 
^ showing close-ups of the 
porch and entablature - 

4 - Picture of partially plastered 

hollow brick col™ns 

5 * Current exterior of bouse frost 

showing marbleiMtion bas^ on 
Civil War photos 

6j 7i 8 --^ Close-ups of 1974 rmarblei^ing \ 
of coltmis 

9 4 10 - Interior pictures showl«g varied use of 
arches 

11 ^ Detail of the oak leaf carving of marble \ 
saiitleplece in the parlor 

12,13,14^15 ^ Family dining room showing use of 
H - arches 

16^17 - Fairily parlor with paint removed 

18s 19, 20 " Center hall showing arches, frescoes, 
iron lock boXj brass door knocker 

21 - Pantry, showing an original cupboard 

22 School room 

23s24 - Oldest mantleplece in the house 
25^26,27 - Plasterer working on ceiling molding 
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Lasson #2 Note #2 



Readings in promise of Amarica are from the following sourcasf 



A Second Visit to tha United States of North toerica_by Charles 
Lyeli pp / 262-266 . Published by John Mwrray , Ltd , ,~1849 * 

Journal^l^^ Resldanca on a Georgian Plantation by Frances Anne 
Kemble7 pp. 30»33s 43, 189-191 / Published by Karper and 
Brothers, 1863. 

Up From Slavery by Booker T, Washington, pp. 1=11, 13^14. 



Life and Times of Frederick DQuglaes by Frederick Douglass i 
pp. 56-57/ 62-64/106, Copyright lb92 by DeWolfe, Fiske 
and Co * 

The Liberator ^ April 27, 1860. 

If The Promise of America , or the sources listed above, are not available, 
excerpts from other primary source material regarding slavery should be 
substituted. The readings cited give very speeific details about slaves' 
living conditions as well as the roles of various whites on the plantation 
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Workshaet #1 - Architectural Characteristics Name — 

As you view the slides from Arlington Ho^e, look for tbe features listed below. 
Sketch as many varlatioiis for each as you can see in the slides. 

1, entablature - horizontal feature resting on top of col^ms or directly 

LBider the roof line. 

2. coltmns 



3* arches 
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LEGEND 

4' Outbuilding 8. Slavs Cibins 

1, "Arlington Housi" 5. Giiva of Mary Randolph 9. Chipil 

•2, Ici Housi 
3, Stable 



6. : CustisGravii 

7. Gravel Pit 



10. Barn 

11. Overseir's House 
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12. Apple Orchard 

13. Arlington Spriiig 

14. Slivi Cimits,7 

15. Road to Long Sridp- 



THE miNOT HOUSEHOiD 



mi 

Ceorge Washington Parke Ouitis 
ap % 

The Lei children called hii "Grandpi," 
Hs built Arlington House. He was railed 
at Mount Vernon by his irandtnotherj Martha 
and itep-|ranifatlier| Gsneral Washington* 



Colonel Robert E. Lee 
age 50 

"Pa" to the Lee childrini hi saned 
in the U*S» Amy, He iupervisid eon^ 
struetion of forts and had been 
superintendent of West Point, 

George Washington Custi§ lee 
ige 25 

Cilled CusfiSj he graduated at the 
top, of his Welt Point elais, He 
a&rved with the Amy in Washington 



Mary Cuitig. Lij 
age 22" 
Cilled' "Sistfli" by the fiinily, 
she enjoyed viiiting relatives , 
parties and travellifig* 



Mar y Anna Custii Lee 
ap 4? 

"Ha" to the Lee children , ihe minaiid 
the big household and lervantii A 
fine artist 3 slie also enjoyed iirdining, 



William Henry Fitzhugh Lee 
r ap 20 " 
Known ai Rooney, he left coilep to 
join the Array and served out West, He 
was an excellent horsiiani 



Anne Carter Lee ' 
age 18 

She was quiet and reserved, 
Shi helped her lother run the 
house and taught the servants' 
children, 




Rsbirt Edward Lee; Jr . Mildred Chjlde Lee 
ageir . apl2 

Galled Agnes or "Wig," she Called Rob, he liked to Oallid Milly, she had 

played the piano, reid a "hunt and ride his Mexican nuieroui pets and raised 
great deal, and had pet pony, 
rabbiti, 



chickins and floweri, 



' / 
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S1RVANT8 



' Selina Gray " parional maid of Hrsi Lae 
George Parks - cook 
Daniel Dotion " coachinan 
Ephraiffl Derricks - helped with ciri of carr iagi 
and worked in the house 
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Proced ure 



Put transparency or sheets fram yesterday's lesson 

on the board. Have students discuss their predictions 

as to where the house is and what it looks like. 

Tell the class they are now going to see slides of the 
house described in the letter* Hand out worksheet on 
Architectural Characterlsties . 

Show slides of Arllngtofi House, Use the guide to help 
students identify the architectural characteristics 
present at Arlington House. Have then sketch or write 
definitions for each itra on their workshaets. 

After viewing the slides go over the worksheet together 
and look at the pictures and list of similarities from 
yesterday's lesson. 

Using the list and pictures, identify as many of the 
architectural forms from the worksheets on the students' 
drawings from yesterday as possible. Discuss any ideas 
the students might have about why these would hava been 
included in Arlington House - or some other Southern 
house of the period. 

CDllect the worksheets. 

Assign the first group of readings as appropriate to the 
class ability. Students should be instructed to take notes 
about any Information the readings give regarding the llfe^ 
style and living conditions of people who lived on plantations. 
Teachers may wish to prepare a study guide for each reading. 
Below is an example of a chart students ^ght^ be asked to 
completer 



Title of Reading 



Author 



People mentioned 
in the Reading 6 
their job _ 



Description 
of housings ' 
Jogds etc. 



Lesson #2 



- Procedure 



Briefly discuss the slides and drawings from yesterday* 

Ask students "Who lives in this house?" "What was their 
lifestyle?*' Discuss any hypotheses the students suggest* 

Hand out the Arlington Household 1857 sheets floor plans 
and estate plan* 

4* Divide students into small groups, 

5* Have each group prepare 2 lists using thesA 2 graphics. 
The first' list should enumerate all of the activities 
which might have been found in and around the Arlington 
House and its Estate in I860, The s^econd list should be 
a list of the people who would have been there in 1860* 

6* Have each group share its results and compile the lists 
on a transparency or the blackboard* 

7* nolleet the maps, floor plans and the group's lists. 

8, Assign reading for the next lesson as appropriate to 
students^ abilities and available books* The readings 
are to familiarize the students with the living conditions 
of slaves* Have them look for specific information about 
how slaves lived * . 

- * _ ' 

Promise of America : Stru^llns .for the Dream 
. (Book 2) - by Dr, Cuban, pp: .127-143; 148-153, 
particularly 134"138 which gives a Is^ hand 
account of slave quarters and living* 

If this text is not available i 



Americaii Adventures . - pp* 236-240 

America : Its Peoples and Values , pp* 371-376p 
pictures J pp* 430-431, and see Materials, Note 

#2 . ' - ; ^ 



Day #2 : 1, 
3* 



/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

i 

/ 



/ 
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Lesson #3 



Goal - 9 To have students understand what slavery was like and how 

widespread It was In the South* 

Objectives % 1* Students will be able to discuss what it was like to be 
a slave as /Well as the different jobs slaves performed 
and treatiiient they received* 

2* Students will prepare 2 bar graphs using infoiToation 
- supplied -do them in chart form. 

Materials * 1* Promise of ^eriea i Struggling f or the Pr earn 
2* Worksheet #2 on Slave rtmership and Southern 
Population 

3. Rulers 

4. Arlington Estate Maps 

5. Elevation drawings of Slave Quarters at rear 
of Arlington House* 

Procedure : 1* Allow students to complete reading assignment from previous 
lesson* Direct them to pay particular attention to the 
details of how slaves lived. 

Promise of teerica (Book 2) pp* 127--143 and 148—153, 
particularly pp* 134=138* 

2* Have students look at the Slave Quarters elevation . sheets 
and the Estate Map. Point out that the Estate map does 
not show the slave quarters behind the house* They would 
be located between the House and the stable, 

3* Ask students to hypothesize which slaves lived in t.hese 
quarters. Ask them if the other quarters (#8) on the? map 
were as carefully drawn and as ornately built. Remind them 
of Booker T* Washington's description of a slave cabin, 

4. Have students complete the worksheet about Slave Ot-mership 

and Southern Population, (This could be a homework assignmeht) 

5. Go over the Worksheet and discuss the answers to the questions. 
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American Studies 



Workshaet -2 Name 
Slave Ownership and Southem Population 



Use the following Imfomatlon charts to answer the fallowing quastloni 
balow and draw tha graphs » 



Slave Ownerahip in the South 1850 



Slaves Par Family 



# of white slave-oralng 
fmillas 



1-9 
10 - 49 
50+ 
Total ' 



235,258 
84 p 328 
7.939 
347,525 



Population of the Southern States 1850 



White 
Free Black 
Slave 
Total 



6,242,418 
238,187 
3.204.077 
9,684,682 



1# - On your own paper draw 2 bar graphs. One graph should represent the 
Information in the first chart* ^e second graph should represerit the 
informatiun in the second chart. Be sure each graph includes: 

1. A title 

2, Labels for each skIs 

^la. For use with students who have not yet worked with bar graphs. 

Use the 2 charts to complete the bar graphs below. Be sure to label 
each axis* Also,' if you use colors to represent different things 
include a color key* 



Slave Ownership In the South 
1850 



300,000 
250,000 
200,000 
150,000 
100,000 
50,000 




1-9 
slaves ^ 



I 

I 



10-49 
slaves 



50+ 
slaves 
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Population of the Southern 
States 1850 



6,500,000 
6,000,000 
5,500,000 
5,000,000 
4,500,000 
4,000,000 
3,500,000 
3,000,000 
2,500,000 
2,000,000 
1,500,000 
1,000,000 
' 500,000 
0 



^Thite Free slave 

Black 



2._ How many whites lived in the South In 1850? 

3* How many whit a families oimed s lavas in 1850? ^ ^ 

4* ^ the South in 1850 women geners'^i.y could not own property* 
Slaves were considered to be pro^ rty* Therefore, the number 
of slave=Q^ming families is proT .1 iy about equal to the ni^ber 
of adu3rt white males' who owned laves ^ Did most of the whites 
livltig/^in the South in 1850 owii slaves? 

5* Of the families that owned slaves, most owned how many slaves? 

6p The (largest, smallest) niHnber of slave coming families o^med 50 or 
more slaves. 
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Plan 
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jSUve Outers 

in rear of tfie MSins'ioh, 



Sc8Lle:!is'H'-o" 

3,1 fUSTI5-LEMM510N»AJ\iiIKGTON MtiONAL Ct^tm 



If These Walls Could Talk 



Lesson #4 

Goal: To have students understand -thm importance of the plantation 

^^"^ (houses) to the South prior to the Civil War and to identify 

some of the roles which made up the plantation househQld. 

Objectives i 1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the 
various people in a Southern Antebell™ Estate either 
through writing a letter or journal entry or preparing 
and participating in a skit* 

2, Students will, classify evidence gathered from various 
primary source materials by completing a chart* 

tlaterlals i ^1* Floor plan of ^lington House 
Map of Arlington Estate 
*3. Fromis f^ of America ^ or other readings 
Slides from Lesson #2 
Elevatioi^ of slave quarters 
6* Students- notes from reading assignments 
7 • Large papei' and markers 

8 , Rulers 

9. Role cards small papers labelled with one role^ from 

the chart - white male family member , white 
iTemale family member, family children ^ slave 
jhlldrenj house slaves field slave, enough 
for 1 per student* ^ 

Procedure* (Note - This lesson will take at least 2 periods) 

(1=3 = day Ip 4 ^ day 2 or 3 depending on how much of 
4 is dona in elass) 

1. Divide the class into small groups. Each group should 
receive a large sheet of paper and a marker and ruler, 

* 2, Draw the following chart on the board. Each group 

" should complete the chart using whatever resources 

they need which are available In the classroom. 



Materials are ^to be available in claesroos for use as needed, 

i 
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Daily 



Living 



Adult white 
male fmily 










Adult white 
famale family 
nambar 










Fmlly 
Children 










Slave 
Children 










Bause S lavas 
"Secants" 






1 


. ^ — 


Field Slavas 
"Hands" 








/ 



3, After the groups have eompleted tha eharts post the 
charts at the front of the room. On the board write 
a *^*master ehart" using the groups Ideas. 



4. After completing the "master chart" each student should 
draw a role cardp 

5» Each student shoMd prepare a letter or diary entry which 
describes a typicalN^day in the life of the person whose 
role they are playing* (This could be done at homa) OR 
Each group will prepara^ a skit which will convey in a 
dramatic mode the m&mm Information about the daily life 
' on the plantation. X 



6* 
7. 



The class shares the letters^or watches the skits 



\ 

Discuss the results from the lattfrs and skits. In the 
final discussion^the teacher shouid ask the questions. 
Why study this house? \ 
What do you think will, happen to^this house? 
What do you, think will happen to the people? 
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The answers should get at tha idea that even thoifgh 
plantation owners ware minority, they were the inost 
powerful members of the Southern population and they 
determined policy* 

The answers should bft recorded* They can then be", 
brought out when the Unit on Freedmen's Village is 
used* 

8* Teachers could go directly to the Freedmen's Village 
unit and then teach the Civil War as the event which 
caused the change* Orj teachers could teach the 
Civil ^ar and conclude with. the Freedmen's Village 
*^ as a way to teach Reconstruction, 



Possible Additional Activities" 



Students (either individuals or in small groups) could 
research a Northern towns Southern town, small Southern 
farm or a Northern famp This research could be shared 
and the class= could draw some conclusions based on 
comparison and contrast of the information found in the 
research* 

Students could build a model of a plantation^ — or any 
of the things listed .above* 

Students could prepare a skit (or several skits) showing 
one aspect of life on a plantation* If they have studied 
other areas, skits could be prepared to compare the areas. 

Comparisons could be made between Arlington House and 
other plantation hQuses* 



37 



Appendix 



Arlington House Field Trip 

One of the most worthwhile parts of this unit was the field trip 
taken to Arlington House after completing the class work for the four 
lessons. The national Park Service staff created a field trip designed 
specifically to complement this unit. Obviously, such a field trip is 
not possible for all classes* Listed below is a brief description of 
the activities which made up the field trip and which might be helpful 
in arranging other field trips* 

The class was divided into 3 groups and each group took a tour of 
the house prior to beginning any of the investigation* Each group had 
the opportunity to try each* activity. If time or facilities did not allow 
for universal par ticipation , each group could participate in only one 
activity and time could be provided for reporting to the class. 



Activity 1 — Mar b 1 e 1 e ing 

Students were shown slides of the artist working on the colu^s at Arl= 
Ington House* Then they were provided i^ith a board and appropriate paints, 
brushes, rags and sponges* They were also given the attached ^/ricten 
directions* The marbleized samples varied greatly in their success, but 
students all gained an appreciation of the craftsmanship involved p 

Activity 2 — EKamlning evidence used for restoration 1 

Students used actual paint chips viewed under a microscope to try to identljy 
what colors should be used to reproduce the original color scheme. They also 
examined other physical evidence in a section of the house undergoing 
restoration* They were able to identify various levels of plaster and paint 
and several original wallpaper scraps. 

Activity 3 ^ Identifying artifacts ' 

Students were given 17 artifacts labeled only by number and asked to identify 
where in the house each artifact would have been found* HhB artifacts in- 
cluded fraginents of 2 different china patterns , gilt and gesso from a picture 
frame, different types of bricks ^ different types of moldings several pieces 
of marble, wallpaper fragments and part of a fan light* 
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Sequence 

1. Base coat applied over primer coat. Ochre 

2. A second base coat of paint applied and allowed to dry 
by artist* Ochre 

% Tintg were mixed in oil base exterior household pain^fe, to 
'•/maSch tSIpTgrnents ;recon».enaea 

/were then applied to simulate marble graining. The artist 
/ worked from pieces of marble. 

Tools used by artist: 

A) Cherry picker to reach entablature 

B) Paint 

C) Brushes^ sponges and cloth ^ 



ested Process 



1. Tha pints are mixed and brushes, sponges and ^l^thara available , 
,2 Read the description of this process from the Painters^ Guide. ^ 
'1: sSuly the wood panel and the slide of the Sienna reproduced 
on the Portico. 

The attached description of this method is from Nathaniel 
^^^nu'^: Thm Decorators' and Pain ters' Guide , published in 
Loidon in iszs. (L ibrary of Congress # NKil^b m -pints and 
photographs Division) i 



/ 



.-26- 

39 ' - 



M' Vt 



Uinv innrltlcs of ^yi in, Arni^on, and Slcnnni hnve iiDnrly thn 
*;Mi4*;tr:i!icCj nn»l nie known In Jui^lnni] by'tliC nanic of Sicnliii, 
the pnin tif Simin wlieic this buautifnl nimble is found In 



^Ih-^ i/inuufl ut»iour ihf SiciuKi. nmrblc' !s pure yellow oehre s tlio 
r\\ I* *i'U- th.Mi nrc Tirst sprcail ovur tliu ifroiincl, arc formed with yellow 
ii.-n .* ii] wbitinnntl ihu i^igna'nts i^alU'd mw cincJ burnt sienna. Tliese 
^IkmIi - inu^l lie lii^tcriilly <3ibp1ayctl nnil made to run one into tlie ©iber 
hv tuMri^ juunled ovi»r thu ground ^'ery thinly with a brush for encli 
ridouis anfl afteiMvarus blcudins: them together with tl^c softener- 
Tii]^ lmIVcI Is endeavoured to be shemi in Fig. 1, riatc KVIlIp While 
flu -luulifii^ Colour U wctj the veins that are inorc removed Irom the 
^uTi*i:Q lire put on withfa sable penciU The colour i^ vcnetiati red and 
ft lUiIu Prussian blue : the lines should run in the iaine direction as * 
ilio ^hi'.de t_thy dnrkcv veins nearer t!io surface are formed with lakes 
vt'iu iiun red, and blue, mixed to the tint required I they nniFt be drawn 
wi:!i great cure anil spirit. In some caics these fine lines run so 
**^1-l■^y-t?^:^l»ther that they form a small masSi and then brniieli off in 

When the M'ork Is ailraneed tlius far? it hliould bo snfTered to get 
liryi and then if the first shading colouf shews too thin hi parts, or riot 
hijfilc'u'iuJy varied, a ^lazo of raw and hnriit sienna may be apjdied 
n^ i til l^uud t fleet Jn cnjlbrent parts i the dnrhest vchis should now he 
furnuul wIUi Jake and Prussian bluef letting^ tliem run in ^mall tlireadg 
over those prevlnubly put o\u as seen in Fi^*2^ Plate XVlIK ^-ery vn- 
riuXy cif iJiis niarble van be-> produced In the saine M-ay : the paniter will ^ 
fif c'our-St* tiike care to eo])y several speuiniuns from imture Lbfore be 
aiiempts to ]>arnt eoluinnss pllastcrii or nuv large siirfaeei nnd it will 
alw ays be of scrvice.to have tliree or^four pieees of this marble to refer 
tOj 111 oriler to pre%'cnt a sameness in the work. TJie ^vhole of the ^ 
eoioui s for this murblo are gVouiid in olh 

Sienna inarblo niny bo produced In disleinper by eoloiirlng the sur- 
face intended for the ground M'Uh ycllovr oehre and whiihig mlNed with 
si2e. jrhu wall, if j»layfcrs should be well prepared and ipiita sniocdlu 
When the ground colour is dry, procure raw and burnt Hiennai^Inflian 
ycHu^'i' orbrCj %vhitiui;', lakcj and damp biMe : these enlonrs sbouhl be 
fiiieiy ground In beer and piut in separat e^ basins | a Kiunll quantify of 
each will ]Jrodueu a preat ileal of work, ]>artieiilnrly of the lake and 
blue. The whitiui^ should be mixed very tliiekly with milk, nnd a 
irfx-tilcr f]U_antifv of tbls ju^ment is always rcipiireil than any of the ' 
oibers, as it is the body colour for every of her piginent in jiaiiitiii|^ hi 
disifuipeis IJavIn*^ a separate brush fur each eolourj lay on the 

shades by paliiiing lar^e broad veins of t Jie yelloM' nehre mixed Aviih a - ^ 

little white; next to thi*; draw a smaller Hluide of raw siennaj then a 

dii^h of white by itself, and near that some burnt eicnna* Tliese may - v 
bi- la ill on wit h irreat freed onij tnkinir care to vai^' ibe foriris' of the 

difii'i'tMir veins J and lettijs^ them touoh eneli cither* %\'iien n yai'd or ^ 

\Wi% of iliG 5.puc*e is i*overed in this ivay. dab the bru^h that 1^ used In 

tht' whiiiuL^ iii four or five plaues over the ^rrtrk | thpn taking a large 

ihKier, diji it In some very thin si^e wiihoiit any eohnirj and after- 

wnrdn squi^eze the wet out of it till It will not rim freelv I with this *) 

Uvxi-U SMiu n and bhMul the dim l eift HhadeH togetliers while they arc . - 

wi*f, pui !ii ihe ^iiudl vein?% wiili In.lian reil anil bine, and over thcin _ . 
*.|i!l M,K ihM' veins with laki- and hhuv llie whiile^ wilHlry togeUicr, 
nuil Lri\i^ a pleasinu iinilatiMn iiflhi^* inarhle* . ^ 

Iniiu.iunm of BuMiim miiHile are uNod wfih giuMl enVet for door pONls, ^py A^f^LAl^ 

hnlU, pa^^-nire^, and '^iii ftiriiitiire pnititiiig, a?* will Inf shewn ii\ ihi* 
iHMnark** oil I^MixiTrin: m - 
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